
​Sukkot: Existence and Meaning​
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​Our Whole Physical Self‚ Even for a Moment​
​The sukkah is reimagined, mystically, as a dwelling of trust where​​Shekhinah​​spreads her wings to protect​​and​
​comfort. A temporary shelter that holds real love and holiness speaks to the needs of children in foster care.​

​The Zohar,  Section 3, Page 103b​
​Ye shall dwell in booths…. (Lev. 23:42) Observe that when one sits in this​
​abode of the shadow of faith, the Shekhinah [divine presence] spreads​
​her wings over [them] from above...​

​​תא חזי בשעתא דבר נש יתיב במדורא דא
​​צלא דמהימנותא שבינתא

​Questions for Discussion​
​●​ ​What does it feel like to sit inside a sukkah?​
​●​ ​Why is a  sukkah  called “shade of faith?”​
​●​ ​A sukkah is protection within impermanence, of holiness in the midst of transition.​

​○​ ​How does this image resonate with you?​
​○​ ​How do we find a sense of home in places that are not permanent?​
​○​ ​What does this teach us about God, about presence vs power?​

​●​ ​Where in my life do I feel the “wings of the Shekhinah” — moments of unexpected protection or peace?​
​●​ ​How might that image speak to children who have experienced danger, loss, or instability?​

​○​ ​What makes a space — or a family — feel like a shelter?​
​●​ ​How does the Shekhinah’s hovering presence mirror the care that children need through times of change?​
​●​ ​How can we help create a sukkah of the heart for someone who needs safety and care?​
​●​ ​What can this fragile, faith-filled shelter teach me about how to love and let go at the same time?​

​Passion and Futility​

​Kohelet 1:2​
​Utter vanity!—said Kohelet— Utter vanity! All is vanity​ ​​הבל הבלים אמר קהלת הבל הבלים הכל הבל

​Questions for Discussion​

​●​ ​"All is utter vanity"​
​○​ ​How do you understand the Psalmist's claim?​
​○​ ​How do you hear the tone?​
​○​ ​How do the meaning and the tone shed light on each other?​

​●​ ​The Psalmist says that there is no evidence of meaning in the world —even as the soul longs for meaning.​
​○​ ​Is it possible to have a deep longing for that which does not exist?​
​○​ ​For that which may exist but that we cannot see?​

​■​ ​Could our longing create/elicit the reality we seek? How?​
​●​ ​How might we understand the dissonance between “all is futility,” and the passion behind that sentiment?​

​○​ ​Have you experienced that dissonance?​
​○​ ​How might it shed light on the experience of kids in the foster system?​

​Kohelet Rabbah 1:2​
​Vanity of vanities...For who knows what is good for a human being in​
​life when [life] is like a shadow. But which shadow? If it's the shadow​
​of a wall then there is something important in that, if it's the shadow​
​of the palm tree, there is something important in that.​

​​לאדם​​טוב​​מה​​יודע​​מי​​כי​​הבלים...​​הבל
​​אם​​צל,​​באיזה​​כצל.​​ויעשם​​בחיים

​​כצלו​​אם​​ממש,​​בו​​יש​​כתל​​של​​כצלו
​​ממש​​בו​​יש​​דקל​​של

​Questions for Discussion​
​●​ ​The​​rabbis​​read​​“shadow”​​as”​​shade”​​and​​claim​​that​ ​for​ ​some​​shade​ ​​ממש​​בו​​יש ​—there​​is​​value​​in​​them.​

​○​ ​How​​do​​you​​understand​​the​​metaphor​​of​​life​​beingכצל​​​​—“like​​a​​shadow/shade?”​
​○​ ​What’s the difference between the shade of a tree and the awning of a tall building? Physically?​

​Spiritually and emotionally?​
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​Ushpizin Posters​
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