
​Omer: Wilderness​
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​Drawing Near​

​Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed 3:43​

​Shavuot is the time of the Giving of the Torah.​
​To honor this day we count the days from the​
​previous festival until it [arrives], like someone​
​who is waiting for his dearest friend to arrive,​
​who counts the days and even the hours.  This​
​is the reason for counting the Omer from the​
​day that we left Egypt until the day of the Giving​
​of the Torah, as this was the ultimate purpose of​
​leaving Egypt:  “And I will bring them to Me.”​
​(Shemot 19:4).​

​​היום​​את​​לרומם​​כדי​​תורה​​מתן​​יום​​הוא​​שבועות
​​הראשון​​החג​​מן​​נספרים​​הימים​​אותו,​​ולהגדיל​​הזה
​​עליו​​האהוב​​של​​לבואו​​שמחכה​​כמי​​אליו,​​עד

​​זהו​​השעות.​​ואת​​הימים​​את​​סופר​​שהוא​​ביותר,
​​את​​עזיבתם​​מיום​​העומר,​​לספירת​​הטעם
​​המטרה​​היה​​שהוא​​תורה​​מתן​​יום​​עד​​מצרים

תֶּם​​ביציאתם,​​והתכלית ​​עָשִׂיתִי​​אֲשֶׁר​​רְאִיתֶם​​"]אַ
שָּׂא​​לְמִצְרָיִם, רִים(​​כַּנְפֵי​​עַל​​אֶתְכֶם​​וָאֶ ​​וָאָבִא​​נְשָׁ
​​יט,ד​​אֵלָי.שמות​​אֶתְכֶם ​)"​

​Questions for Discussion​

​●​ ​We​​left​​Egypt​​into​​a​​vast​​desert,​​in​​a​​state​​of​ ​​חשבונות​​קלקול ​Kilkul​​cheshbon,​​a​​distortion​​of​​our​
​ability to account for our place in the world, in our own lives, within our souls. "Where am I?​
​When am I?"​

​○​ ​What does it mean to lack the physical and emotional context to know oneself?​
​○​ ​We did not yet have, in the words of Avivah Zornberg, “a place to stand”.​
​○​ ​How might counting help, even if we don’t know how long we’ll need to count, like we​

​did with the hostages?​
​●​ ​Kids in the foster system are wandering in the desert, without a sense of their place in the world​

​and often struggling to keep hope alive: Will I have a place among loved ones? Will I find my​
​place to stand? A way to orient myself in a meaningful context?​

​○​ ​What markers can we provide them?​
​○​ ​What does Sinai look like for them?​
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