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Omer: Wilderness

37



S
o\

>

e
L 4

Drawing Near

Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed 3:43

Shavuot is the time of the Giving of the Torah. D11 DX DY T2 NN NN 0P XN Myaw
To honor this day we count the days from the NWNIN ANN 1N DMAaD) DM NN 5705 nm
previous festival until it [arrives], like someone 1YY 1NN YW IXIAY NONNY MY 1ON TV

who is waiting for his dearest friend to arrive,
who counts the days and even the hours. This
is the reason for counting the Omer from the
day that we left Egypt until the day of the Giving

8 . MYY IWN DN'NY DAX]" , DNNN] YINm

of the Torah, as this was the ultimate purpose of iy e, b - , 5
leaving Egypt: “And | will bring them to Me.” NAN) (DMI¥) 932 2V DINN KK, DTN
b b "

(Shemot 19:4). T,0Y MNWa2K DONK)

1T .NMYPN NN DN NN 191D XNy 1N
NIN DN2ATY D1 ,1NYN N1ap Dyvn
TILNN NN XINY NN DY TV 0NN

Questions for Discussion

e We left Egypt into a vast desert, in a state of NNIAWN S1pYp Kilkul cheshbon, a distortion of our
ability to account for our place in the world, in our own lives, within our souls. "Where am 1?
When am 1?"

o What does it mean to lack the physical and emotional context to know oneself?

o We did not yet have, in the words of Avivah Zornberg, “a place to stand”.

o How might counting help, even if we don’t know how long we'll need to count, like we
did with the hostages?

e Kids in the foster system are wandering in the desert, without a sense of their place in the world
and often struggling to keep hope alive: Will | have a place among loved ones? Will | find my
place to stand? A way to orient myself in a meaningful context?

o  What markers can we provide them?
o What does Sinai look like for them?
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