USHPIZIN:
Welcoming children into our families and community
We invite ushpizin—guests in spirit—into our Sukkah,
inspired by Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality.
These are often biblical ancestors—many of whom
wandered, searching for a place to belong. To that end, we
invite our foremother Ruth, who was adopted by Naomi.
We also invite—in spirit—other honored guests: youth
who are wandering and in search of belonging.

Each of the kids
featured is looking
for a family in LA County.
For more information contact Talia at Second Nurture: Talia@2N.org

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Ruth
Ruth has had challenging teen years, but that has not repressed her sparkle. She is
prophetic and idealistic, yearning for adventure and meaning in a loving forever family
that is ensconced in a purposeful and visionary community.

Found her forever family with a single mother, Naomi.

ש ֤ר ּ ָתלִ ֙ינִי ֙ אָ ֔ ִלין עַ ּ ֵמ ְ֣ך עַ ִּ֔מי וֵאל ֹהַ ֖י ְִך אֱ ל ֹהָ ֽי
ֶ ׁ ֲש ֨ר ּ ֵתלְ כִ ֜י אֵ ֵל ֗ ְך ו ּבַ א
ֶ ׁ ֲִּכי אֶ ל־א
For where you go, I will go; where you lie down, I will lie down;
your people are my people; and your God is my God.
Ruth 1:16

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Alani, 16
Meet adventurous, funny, friendly, bubbly Alani! You can find Alani on social media,
dancing, watching movies and drawing. She is a VERY good drawer. Clothes and make-up
are gaining importance in her life and she loves to shop. She likes lots of types of food
and eating out. Alani enjoys her non-public school and is doing well. She is particularly
interested in her science class and hopes to attend college one day. Services are in place
to help Alani work on understanding and reacting to the trauma she has experienced—
improving self-regulation, socialization and communication.

Alani is looking for a host family or an adoptive family.

עֵ ֥ת ְרקֽוֹד
A time for dancing
Kohelet 3:4

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Ocean, 12
Ocean is a happy, engaging and personable boy. He enjoys outings with his CASA
volunteer, playing video games, hot wheels and blocks, as well as completing puzzles and
watching Disney channels (especially super hero shows). Ocean likes pizza and his
favorite restaurant is Chuck E Cheese. Ocean is sweet, helpful and quite independent for
his age—he knows how to wash dishes and his own clothes. Ocean can benefit from a
family with a lot of structure and clear communication.

Ocean hopes for a forever family who will support his
relationship with his older siblings.

ח ֥ק מֵ ַח ֵּב ֽק
ֹ עֵ ֣ת לַ חֲ ב֔ וֹק וְעֵ ֖ת לִ ְר
A time for embracing
Kohelet 3:5

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Gerardo, 16
If you spend a few minutes with Gerardo, you will discover his amazing qualities. He plays
piano, loves smaller dogs, cats and turtles and wants to be either a mechanical engineer
or a software engineer. He is a huge history buff, and loves learning about the ways
people used technology throughout history. He especially likes to learn about the WWII
Era. College Is definitely in Gerardo’s future, and he hopes to be a published writer.

Open to all families, Gerardo just
wants someone to stand by him in life.

ְ ֵו ּלְ אֶ ָח֖ד א
֥יך י ֵָחֽם
How can one who is alone get warm?
Kohelet 4:11

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Allison, 16
Allison is an upbeat and cheerful girl. Her education is a priority, and going to college is
very important to her. She does well in school and her caregiver expresses that she also
does well at home. Allison is very expressive and has a creative side that she lets shine in
theater class. But where her creativity really takes off is in her passion—animation.

ֽש ְך
ֶ ׁח
ֹ ַאוֹר ִמן־ה
֖ ָֽיתר֥וֹן ה
ְ רוֹן ֽ ַל ָחכְ מָ ֖ה ִמן־הַ ִּסכְ ֑לו ּת ִּכ
֛ שיֵ ּ ׁ֥ש י ְִת
ֶ ׁ ֣יתי ֔ ָאנִי
ִ ו ְָר ִא
I found that Wisdom is superior to folly as light is superior to darkness;
Kohelet 2:13

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Thida, 16
Thida—artistic, independent, curious, and outgoing—loves learning and going to school,
has worked incredibly hard on her grades and was awarded student of the month! She is
self-reflective, taking accountability for situations she could have handled better, is very
outgoing, easily makes new friends, enjoys singing and shopping, and loves animals. She
imagines a career involving animals. Although Thida does not live with her two siblings,
she enjoys her role as the oldest and would like to maintain regular contact with her
sister and brother. Thida will thrive as a single child in a family of her own.

Meet Thida and experience what a wonderful girl she is.

ָהַ ָֽחכְ מָ ֖ה ְּת ַחיֶ ּ֥ה בְ עָ ֽ ֶליה

Wisdom preserves the life of the one who possesses it
Kohelet 7:12

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Juan, 15
IJuan is athletic and loves playing soccer for his AYSO team. He’s is a team player and versatile,
playing forward and defense. He is very engaging and enjoys spending time with friends. Juan
needs to be active. He is also an avid video game player. Juan wants to focus on his education
and maybe become a lawyer. Competing in sports and studying law definitely take courage as
you must be your very best in front of others. He receives special educational services to learn
to stay focused and assistance in math and English. He takes pride in taking care of himself and
in helping around the house, washing clothes, cooking and cleaning.
Juan is enthusiastic about a forever family that is loving and will take care of him well.

֙ ֽיטֽיבְ ָך ֤ לִ ְ ּב ָך
ִ ִו
Let your heart lead you...
Kohelet 11:9

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Devon, 13
Devon is a charming kid who is fascinated with everything Hollywood and Disney channel
and wants to take acting classes. He is inquisitive, genuinely interested in others and
enjoys asking questions. He also loves sharing his dreams. He’s an avid sports fan and
enjoys watching soccer, basketball and tennis. Devon enjoys academic success in his
special day class and is immersed in his middle school activities. He is an active
participant in his therapeutic services and is therefore making much progress.
Devon has a high level of awareness.

Devon is looking for a host family or an adoptive family!

עֵ ֣ת לָ ֔ ַטעַ ת
A time for planting
Kohelet 3:2

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Emerald, 15
Artistic, creative, compassionate, honest, motivated and even poetic! These are all
adjectives used to describe the young woman as unique as her name. She is gifted
artistically and enjoys being creative. Emerald also loves animals and walking her dog is a
favorite activity. She is a good student and knows that college is in her future. She even
has big plans to become a veterinarian! Emerald is also very health conscious and enjoys
eating healthy and working out at the gym.

Emerald is open to all families and hopes that whatever family
adopts her will love her for who she is and unconditionally.

רו ֹׁש וְלָ תו ּר ֙ ַּב ָֽחכְ ֔ ָמה
֤ ְונ ַָת ִּ֣תי אֶ ת־לִ ִ ּב ֗י לִ ְד

I set my mind to study and to probe with wisdom
Kohelet 1:13

USHPIZIN

Welcoming Markus, 16
Markus is warm and engaging, with deep interests and great enthusiasm about new
experiences. He's also athletic and loves sports. Markus has a technical and mechanical
mind, is interested in science and rocketry, loves building things and and hopes to pursue
a career in this realm, possibly through the military. He is in his school’s ROTC to help
pave this path. Markus intends to help other kids in foster care.

Markus desires a family of any cultural background and
constellation that is active, sweet, caring and understanding.

עֵ ֥ת לִ בְ נֽוֹת
A time for building up
Kohelet 3:3

